m JOIN NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY PRESS FOR A
CELEBRATION READING OF HEAD OFF & SPLIT

“Nikky Finney has been a fine poet much
too long to say that this latest treasure is
her promise coming into being. She
exploded with so much talent with On
Wings Made of Gauze and beautifully
matured with Rice, yet Head Off & Split
takes the promise of youth with the
control of adulthood to bring her greatest
exploration. Honest, searing, searching.
We all, especially now, need this book of
poems; we all, especially now, need this
poet.”

—Nikki Giovanni, author of Bicycles

“Beginning with the sweepingly inclusive
and powerful ‘Red Velvet,” a Middle
Passage poem for our times, Nikky
Finney takes the reader to a wonderfully
alive world where the musical
possibilities of language overflow with
surprise and innovation. Finney has an ear
to go along with the wild-ness of her
imagination, which sweeps through
history like a pair of wings. Her carefully
modulated free verse is always purposeful
in its desire to move the reader in a way
that allows wus intimate access to
necessary observations about ourselves.
These poems, in other words, have the
power to save us.”

—Bruce Weigl, author of What Saves Us
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Thursday, February 3, 2011 - 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Howard University - Armour J. Blackburn University Center,

Please Join Northwestern University Press and Howard University
for a celebration reading and signing of Head Off & Split: Poems by Nikky Finney.
A special introduction by Poet Tony Medina

This event is free and open to the public.

This event is sponsored by the Howard University Department of English,
Poetre, and the Amistad Journal.
For more information please call (847) 491-7420




